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COMMISSIONERS PRESENT    CMAC STAFF PRESENT
Nancy E. McFadden, Chair    J. Keith Berger, Executive Director 
Thomas Calderon      Enid Barnes  
Diane M. Griffiths      Theresa Bueno 
Teresa P. Hughes      Paul Cerles 
Vicki Marti       Denise DeTrano 
Lynn Schenk       Holland Golec 
Michael R. Yamaki      Steve Soto 

         Michael Tagupa 
         Mervin Tamai 

Karen Thalhammer 
 
 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT 
Bob Sands, Department of Finance 
Stan Rosenstein, Department of Health Services 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

The March 10, 2005 open session meeting of the California Medical Assistance 
Commission (CMAC) was called to order by Chair Nancy E. McFadden.  A quorum was 
present. 
 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 

The February 24, 2005 meeting minutes were approved as prepared by CMAC 
staff. 
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III. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Mr. Berger reported that there were no new requests from hospitals or health 
plans to appear before the Commission in closed session at this time. 
 

Mr. Berger informed the Commissioners that a representative from the Office of 
Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) was in attendance to give the 
Commissioners an update on the Seismic Retrofit Program (SB 1953) during open 
session. 
 

Mr. Berger indicated that CMAC staff has eight amendments and contracts for 
the Commission for action during closed session.  Additionally there are a number of 
updates and strategic discussions regarding negotiation issues that need to be 
addressed. 
 

Mr. Berger reminded the public that the Commission finalized the meeting 
schedule dates for fiscal year 2005-06.  The copies of the meeting schedule 2005-06 
are available, and are also posted on the CMAC website. 
 

Mr. Berger informed the Commission that CMAC staff has received the intent to 
participate forms and initial proposals from all the hospitals eligible to participate in this 
year’s Medical Education Supplement Payment program for University/Major Teaching 
Hospitals. 
 

CMAC has initiated discussion with the University of California regarding the 
amount of money to be transferred into the Medical Education Fund.  Once the figures 
are determined, CMAC will begin negotiations with eligible hospitals regarding the 
distribution of Medical Education Funds. 
 

Mr. Berger noted that the California Nurses Association (CNA) held a press 
conference on March 9 on nurse staffing ratio issues, and issued a press release on 
nurse staffing ratio Medi-Cal funds. The CNA has requested to meet with CMAC’s Chair 
Nancy McFadden and Executive Director Keith Berger this afternoon. 
 

Mr. Berger asked Stan Rosenstein, DHS, Deputy Director, Medical Care 
Services, to give the Commission an update on both the hospital waiver proposal and 
Medi-Cal Redesign. 
 

Mr. Rosenstein summarized the ongoing discussions with both Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
on the State’s proposal that replaces the current Selective Provider Contracting 
Program (SPCP) waiver. 
 

Mr. Rosenstein reported that the current SPCP waiver expires on June 30, 2005, 
and that CMS is not going to extend the waiver, and will not allow the State to continue 
with the intergovernmental transfer (IGT) programs. 
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Mr. Rosenstein did report that the State has had very productive waiver 
discussions with CMS, but that there continues to be several issues with CMS and 
OMB. 
 

In response to questions from several Commissioners on the SPCP waiver and 
Medi-Cal Redesign, Mr. Rosenstein said the State would continue their discussions with 
CMS and OMB and continue to update the Commission on the progress. 
 
 
IV. Medi-Cal Managed Care Activities 
 
 Paul Cerles, Supervising Negotiator, reported that, in conjunction with the 
Commission, DHS Medi-Cal Managed Care Division opened the Healthy San Diego 
Geographic Managed Care (GMC) program for plan proposals for participation by 
managed care service plans.  Plans were to submit their interest letters by March 7, 
2005, for contracts to commence on January 1, 2006.  CMAC understands that all 
existing plans wish to continue and two extra plans are interested in participating.  DHS 
will review the qualifications of the interested plans and refer qualified plans to the 
Commission for GMC contract negotiations. 
 
 
V. Presentation on the Hospital Seismic Retrofit Program 
 
 Kurt A. Schaefer, Deputy Director of Facilities Development Division, OSHPD, 
gave the Commission a brief overview of the hospital seismic retrofit program, SB 1953.  
Mr. Schaefer provided as a hand out, a copy of his presentation, which is attached. 
 
 After Mr. Schaefer’s presentation, the Commissioners asked a number of 
questions, including the number of hospital’s that have requested to extend the 2008 
deadline to 2013 and OSHPD’s approval rate. 
 

Mr. Schaefer responded that the deadline for extension requests is 2007, and 
that OSHPD does anticipate more hospitals requesting extensions as the deadline 
approaches. 
 

As for being denied, Mr. Schaefer reported that none of the hospitals that have 
requested extensions have been denied. 
 
 
VI. New Business/Public Comments/Adjournment 
 

There being no further new business and no additional comments from the 
public, Chair Nancy McFadden recessed the open session.  Chair McFadden opened 
the closed session, and after closed session items were addressed, adjourned the 
closed session, at which time the Commission reconvened in open session.  Chair 
McFadden announced that the Commission had taken action on hospital amendments 
in closed session.  The open session was then adjourned. 






















